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JOURNAL OF DAVID THOMPSON 

Editorial Introduction by T. C. Elliott. 

The first part of this journal was published in No. 1, Vol. 
15, of this Quarterly and the introduction there given should 
be read in connection with this part. 

The reader will feel disappointment because nothing of im- 
portance is revealed by Mr. Thompson as to the physical or 
commercial conditions existing at Astoria three months after 
the landing of the officers and men of the Pacific Fur Com- 
pany from the Tonqui'n in April, 1811, and the beginning of 
the erection of the trading post. In explanation it may be 
remarked that Mr. Thompson was a guest of rival fur traders 
and felt restrained by courtesy from making such a record; 
also that in all of his journals he is very reticent as to the 
personnel or movements of rivals or associates. However, in 
later years, about 1847-8, he wrote a narrative of this journey 
down the Columbia in which he stated that Astoria upon his 
arrival there consisted of "four low log huts," as well as 
considerable other information of a general character. This 
narrative or autobiography is mentioned by Dr. Elliott Coues 
in the Editor's Preface to the Henry-Thompson Journals 
(Francis P. Harper, 1897) and is at the present time in 
process of publication by The Champlain Society of Canada 
under the able editorship of Mr. J. B. Tyrrell, of Toronto. 

The reader will find it of interest to read in connection with 
this text the references by Franchere, Ross, Irving and Ross 
Cox to Mr. Thompson's visit at Astoria; also Mr. Ross' ac- 
count of the journey up the Columbia in company with Mr. 
Thompson. The comparison will throw some light upon Mr. 
Ross' literary method and accuracy of statement. 

Mention is again made of Mr. Thompson's peculiar use of 
the word "gone" when stating that he had passed a certain 
object or place. He also often uses the parenthetical marks 
to designate the right or left side of the river or road. His 
courses are all in terms of the magnetic needle, and while his 
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distances are often quite inexplicable the platting of the courses 
usually gives a very close idea of the meanderings of the stream 
during the day's travel. 

Since editing the first part of this journal the writer has 
been privileged to examine the original journals at Toronto, 
and his feeling of satisfaction with the general correctness of 
this, copy is only equalled by his charity for the copyist and 
understanding of a few apparent contradictions in the text. 

See further note at close of the journal. 

JOURNAL OF DAVID THOMPSON 

(As Copied from the Original in the Archives of Ontario, Canada.) 

July 16th (1811), Tuesday. 34 A fine day. Observed for 
Lat'de, Long, and Time. Lat. 46° 13' 56" Long. 123° 48 & 

Ya w. 

July 17th; Wednesday. A very fine day, if we except an ap- 
pearance of rain with a few drops of do., a steady gale from 
the sea as usual. 

July 18th, Thursday. 35 A very hot calm day. I went across 
to the Indian Village with Mr. Stuart and my men. After 
visiting the Houses, we went up a green hill where we grat- 
ified ourselves with an extension (ve) view of the Oceon and 
the Coast South'd. From hence I set the Lands of Cape Dis- 
appointment S. 80° W. 4 m., Pt. Adams S. 25° W. l-y 2 m. or 

2 m., Co. or Obs. Pt. 38 S. 5° E. 10 or 12 m., a bay 37 of 1-^ m. 
deep to the east'd which is almost met by a cut 37 of fresh water 
and inundated marshes etc., the cut of water bears S. 17° E. 

3 m. A Flat 38 at Pt. Adams about Y\ m. distant bears toward 
Cape Disappointment, from that Pt. the Flat about 300 yards 
long. Lewis 39 is River opposite Pt. George 39 , bears S. 30° E. 
running from the S. W., Bay above M. M. the Pt. and Bay. 



34 Astoria is now charted as in Lat. 46° n' 20" and Long. 123° 50' W. 

35 Today Mr. Thompson crosses the Columbia river to the Chinook Indian 
village about 1 mile east of the present McGowan's Station, where Chief Com- 
comly resided. He then climbs upon the "green hill," later charted as Scar- 
borough Head, upon which the fortifications of Fort Columbia have since been 
built; and then returns to "the House," i. e., Fort Astoria. 

36 Tillamook Head, which was the "Clark's Point of View" of Lewis and Clark. 

37 Young's Bay and Skeppernawin (Skipanon) creek with marshes adjoining. 

38 Clatsop Spit. 

39 Lewis and Clark river and Smith Point. 
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From the House set Cape Disappointment, bears N. 78° W. 
7 m. ; the Point 40 above from whence I set the above Courses 
N. 62° W. 2>y 2 m., the nearest land across 40 bears N. W. 2y 2 
m. and then forms a Bay. 40 The little Pt. 41 close to the House 
lies nearly on the same line with the Cape Disappointment, dis- 
tant 1-5 m. 

July 19th, Friday. A fine hot day. Obs'd for Lat. by 2 Alt. 

July 20th and 21st, Saturday and Sunday. Fine weather. 

July 22nd, Monday. 42 A fine day. Arranged for setting off 
for the Interior in company with Mr. David Stuart and 8 of his 
men in 3 canoes. I pray Kind Providence to send us a good 
journey to my family and friends. At 1-24 P. M. set off in 
company with Mr. David Stuart and 8 of his men. They are 
to build a Factory somewhere below the Falls of the Columbia, 
at the Lower Tribe of the Shawpatih Nation. Course from the 
House to Tongue Pt. N. 35° E. 2 m. + %, a sail wind and 
very high waves. Course not very certain (N. 58° E., S. 80° 
E. distant Pt.). Course S. 10° E. y A m., S. 2° W. 1-3, S. 55° 
W. 1-5. We stopped at the Isthmus for Mr. Stuart's canoes 
who carried all their goods &c. here. The course from Tongue 
Pt. to the Great Pt. 43 on the right is N. 58° E. 6 m. but having 
gone into the bay the Co. from end of S. 55° W. 1-5 m. Co. 
is N. 84° E. 3 m., sailing we ran about 3 m. and then turned 
N. 48° E. to the Great Pt. Say Co. N. E. 2 m. + 1 m. + 2 m. 
N. 20° E. iy 4 m. N. 77° E. y 2 m. + y m. At 6.40 P. M. put 
up fn a very awkward place for the night. 2 Indians came 
to us, we sent them for Salmon, of which they brought us a 
little. 



40 Scarborough Head, and Point Ellice, and Grays Bay. 

41 Shark's Point, where the Parker Hotel stands in the City of Astoria. 

42 Read in this connection Alex. Ross' account in "Oregon Settlers," pp. 103, 
et seq. Mr. Thompson sails around and beyond Tongue Point, but is compelled to 
turn back to the isthmus to wait for the Stuart party; they then proceed together 
along the south side of the river as far as Cathlamet Point, near where they camp 
for the night. 

43 Cathlamet Head or Point, which is not to be confused with the town of 
Cathlamet on north side of the river. 
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July 23, Tuesday. 44 A fine cloudy morning. At 4.21 A. M. 
set off, Co. N. 75° E. y 2 m. End of Co. 7 Hos. on the I. 45 
N. 80° E. 1-3 m. S. 80° E. y 2 m. The Nation on Pt. Adams 
is named the Klats up or Klats ap ; the other on the north side 
the Chinook. Co. S. 70° E. 1 m. plus y A m - S. 68° E. y 2 m. S. 
72° E. y A m. S. 65° E. 1-6 m. S. 42° E. 1 m. S. 80° E. 1-6 m. 
At 7 A. M. put ashore to boil meat and at 8.40 A. M. set off, 
Co. S. 70° E. y 2 m. [78° E.]. Saw the place 46 where I obs'd 
and camped going to the Sea, then Co. S. 70° E. 1*4, S. 80° 
E. 2-3, N. 78° E. y 2 m. N. 73° E. 1 m. From beginning of 
course the white conical mountain bears N. 70° E., No. 1, N. 
72° E. 1 m. N. 58° E. 2J4 m. End of course, an opening on the 
I. 47 bears S. 65° E., from which a river comes, perhaps the one 
passed a few miles below. Co. N. 58° E. y A m. N. 18° E. 2*4 
m. N. 26° E. y 2 m. N. 30° E. y A plus 1-6, N. E. 1-5, N. 55° 
E. 1-6, passed 2 houses. Co. to Pt. of Island 48 N. 60° E. y 2 m. 
We go on the outer side of the Island to avoid the large village 
of about 20 Houses. Co. N. 75° E. y A m. N. 88° E. 1 m. plus 
1 m, S. 85° E. y A , E. \y 2 m. S. 72° E. y A , S. 65° E. y A , S. 57° 
E. y 2 m. S. E. 1-3 m. S. 35° E. y A . At 7 P. M. at the end of 
a line of steep Rocks, on a very steep shore, we put up, with 
difficulty we could place the Goods, and all slept as I may say 
standing, as all the lower lands are overflowed and no camp- 
ment can be found. 

July 24th, Wednesday. 49 A cloudy musketoe morning. The 
white mount'n 50 bears about N. 65° E. Our course is N. 88° E. 
1 m. at 4y 2 A. M., E. \y 2 plus y A m. S. 80° E. 2-3 plus y A m. 



44 Continuing along the south bank Mr. Thompson stops for breakfast near 
Clifton, Oregon, sights Mt. St. Helens just as they round the upper end of 
Puget's Island, avoids Indians on Grim's Island, and camps at night on the 
rocky bank about 8 miles below Rainier, Oregon. By error Mr. Ross' account 
places the first night's camp here. 

45 Tenas-IUihee Island. 

46 Note 32 placed this camping place on the north side of the river. Further 
study shows it to have been on the south side, above Clifton. 

47 Upper end of Wallace's Island and the channel south of it. 

48 Meaning Grim's Island ; right along here was Oak Point where the 
Winships began to build a trading post in 1810. 

49 The parties cross the river and follow the north side as far as Deer Island 
and then recross to the Oregon side. After passing Willamette Slough and War- 
rior Point the wind forced them to cross over the inundated lands on Wapato 
or Sauvie's Island to the slough for a camping place. The well known Indian 
camp of Chief Casinov is near. 

50 Mt. St. Helens. 
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plus \y 2 -m. At 6^4 A. M. put ashore to gum and boil salmon. 
At 8J4 A. M. set off Co. S. 80° E. y 2 m., S. 75° E. %, S. 60° 
E. 1-6, S. 50° E. y 2 , S. E. y 2 , S. 50° E. 1 m., S. 10° E. 1-6, 
S. 36° E. y 2 m. (3 m. on the Co.) S. 30° E. 1-6, S. 40° E. y 2 . 
At end of this Co. we crossed S. 20° E. }£, but on straight 
Co. to the I. Pt. is S. 48° E. iy 2 m. which we take. S. 40° 
E. 1-6, S. 25° E. 2y 2 plus 1 m. At end of this mile a gap on 
the ( which seems to send out a large Brook. 51 A Mount 52 
bears S. 86° E. — plus 1% m. At end of Co. set the first conical 
Mountain N. 42° E., another N. 56° E., the third S. 84° E. 
Perhaps the distances are too long here, as the sail is up and 
I go by the watch, plus y 2 m., S. 25° E. 1 m., S. 40° E. \y, m. 
Passed in the woods 60 yds. & Co. West J4 rn. to the Wilarbet 
River, 53 as it blows too hard, then Co. S. 15° W. y 2 m. as ( ?) 
which is best ; take the Co. from entrance of the River, which we 
see S. 8° W. \y 2 m. and lessen the S. 40° E. V/ 2 m. Co. + J4 
m. At end of the Co. put up at 6% P. M. A few Indians came 
to us, their village is about 1 m. below and is seemingly a fine 
place, say 12 houses. Obsd. for Lat, Merid., Altde. of Saturn 
44° A2y 2 Lat. 45° 49' 38" N. 

July 25th, Thursday. 54 A cloudy morning. At 5.7 A. M. 
set off up the Wilarbet River. Co. S. 7° W. y A m. S. y & , S. 5° 
E. y s , S. 15° E. 1-6, S. 30° E. 1-6, S. 40° E. 1-6, S. 52° E. 1-6, 
S. 65° E. 1-5, E. \y 2 m., S. 85° E. 1-6, S. 60° E. %, S. 46° E. y 8 , 
S. 20 ° E. y 8 , S. 5° E. y 4 , S. y 2 plus 1-6. All along the river on 
both sides the country is inundated. S. 5° W. y 2 m., S. 10° 
E. 1-3. At end of Co. the River continuing to come from the 
Island at S. SW'd we returned the last Co. to paddle across 
the inundated lands for the Columbia, S. 70° E. y A , N. E. 1-6, 
N. %, S. E. y%, S. 35° E. 2-3, when we carried about 60 yds. 
into the Columbia River again. Co. in it 28° E. 1 m. which 



51 Martin's Slough, on Washington side. 

52 Mt. Hood. The next mountains seen are St. Helens, Adams and Hood in 
the order named. 

53 Willamette Slough. 

54 The parties follow the meanderings of the Willamette Slough for some 
distance and then turn into Sturgeon Lake on Wapato Island and from the lake 
portage cross into the Columbia again somewhere below Reeder's Landing; their 
camp at evening is at present town of Washougal. The Willamette river is not 
noted at all, but Mt Adams is sighted from near its mouth. 
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may also be the Co. downwards for % m. Co. 1 m., in this 
Co. put ashore at 10 Houses, this is the place we traded Salmon 
and afterwards boiled do. as we went to the Sea. S. 27° E. y> 
m., % m. gone to 5 Houses, boiled Salmon and dried a few 
things of Mr. Stuart's. S. 28° E. 1 m., Co. S. 5° E. y 2 m. Be- 
ginning of Course set the Mountain 54 No. 2 N. 24° E. 25m. 
S. 30° E. 1 m., we crossed the river in this Course and cannot 
as yet perceive any Channel going to the Wilarbet River, but 
the ground is all overflowed. On looking back we see part of 
this side an Island 55 as drawn at M. M. where we left this 
River yesterday even. A bold channel in the Island on the 
Co. appears about y 2 m. above where we turned to the Wilarbet 
River. I did not draw it. Co. S. 10° E. y 2 m., S. 30° E. y 2 m. 
Passed 8 canoes seining of Salmon, of which they killed 10 
at a haul. Their seine is about 30 fm. long, exclusive of 10 fm 
of cord at each end, but they are as inhospitable as most of the 
others of this Nation, not a Salmon to be got from them, 
although they have plenty. S. 40° E. 1 m., S. E. 1-6, S. 70° 
E. 1-6, S. 80° E. \y 2 m. plus y 2 m., S. 72° E. 1 m., S. 80° E. 
24, middle of Course turned N. E. y 2 m. to a good campment 
at 7 P. M., fine meadow land below Pt. Vancouver. Michel 
went a hunting and wounded a chevreil, of which the Tracks 
are plenty here. We traded much split salmon at a very dear 
rate for Rings, Bells, Buttons and Tobacco. A large snowy 
mountain 56 bears S. 88° E. 40 m. distant from campment. 
Measured the Chevruil. Observed Merid. Altd. of Saturn. 
(Observations omitted.) 

July 26th, Friday. 57 A fine cloudy morning. Michel killed 
a good fleshy Chevruil, but not fat. Dimensions as follows: 
Length 5.5 In plus 14 inches for the tail, height of the fore 
leg 3.3 & y 2 , hind do. 3.6, just (girt) at the breast 3 ft. 4 In., 
a fawn color, throat, breast and belly white, legs a fawn colour ; 



55 Perhaps Bachelor's Island and Slough. 

56 Mt. Hood. 

57 Starting late the party enter just above Washougal a natural slough 
which in high water becomes a lake, but portage back into the river and then 
pass around Pt. Vancouver; the camp is on the north bank below Cape Horn, a 
very short day's journey, which is explained in Mr. Ross' account. Mt. Hood is 
very accurately placed from two separate locations. 



110 T. C. Elliott 

upper part of the tail faw'n, lower part white but not such fine 
long hair on the tail as the Upper Country Chevruil. Length 
of the horns 19 inches, 3 branches and 8 inches between tip 
and tip. Made 2 oars and arranged a canoe of Mr. Stuart's. 
At 7.55 set off, Co. 88° E. 1 m. Fine Meadow land. At end of 
course found ourselves shut i'n and obliged to carry about 40 
yds to the River, plus y. m -» S. 86° E. 1 m. plus y 2 m., S. 86° 
E. 2 m., beginning of Course the Snow Mount right ahead. 
S. 85° E. 1 m. plus y 2 m., S. 88° E. 1 m. plus \y 2 m., 58 N. 86° 
E. y 2 m., N. 60° E. y 2 m., N. 50° E. y m., N. 68° E. 1-6, E. 
\y 2 m., N. 80° E. 1 m, plus 1 m., plus y. m., plus 1-6. At end 
of Course. Put up at 5y P. M. On the left a few oaks and 
much of it all day, but only in a thin ledge. Course for the 
morrow S. 86° E. 3 m. Traded a few berries. Our salmon 
is almost all spoilt. The Mountain bears S. 81° E. 20 m. 
(Observations omitted.) 

July 27th, Saturday. 60 A fine but foggy morning. At 5.47 
a. m. Set off, Co. S. 86° E. 3 m. plus y 2 m., N. 73° E. 1 m., 
from y m - of Co. on the opposite side of the river about y 
m. below us there is a remarkable isolated rock 61 like a Wind- 
mill of about 90 feet height ; a little above, about 300 yds., a 
rock covered with sod resembling a House of one story with 
a door in the middle. 61 From this place our campment bears 
of going to the Sea 82° E. 1 m., Course N. 73° E. y 2 m., N. 
50° E. y 2 m., N. 48° E. 2% m. Course N. 48° E. \y 2 m. Op- 
posite end of course a brook 62 falls about 120 feet. Course N. 
55° E. 2y 2 m. (This last Course from end of Course on 
looking back appears S. 55° W. 2y 2 m.) Co. plus y 2 m., Co. 
N. 35° E. y. m. Beginning of Course a brook 63 falls 40 feet; 
on the island at end of Course put ashore at the same place 



58 Point Vancouver at end of this course. 

60 They travel today against a very strong current only about 18 miles and 
Mr. Thompson camps below Garrison Rapids at Bonneville on the Oregon side. 
Mr. Ross' account does not coincide with Mr. Thompson's entries. It is impossible 
to identify the islands noted because at extreme high water, then prevailing, parts 
of the main land became islands. 

61 Rooster Rock and two of the Pillars of Hercules. When viewed under 
similar conditions these appear very true to the description today. 

62 Multnomah Falls, actually about 620 feet high; probably Mr. Thompson's 
sail and the growth of timber obstructed his view. 

63 Oneonta, also called Horsetail Falls. 



Journal of David Thompson 111 

where we boiled Salmon going down. At 1.20 P. M. set off, 
having cooked Salmon etc. and arranged our Arms. Course 
N. 46° E. 1 m., Co. plus N. 46° E. 1-3 m., N. E. %, N. 5° W. 
Y%, for these Courses cannot see anything, but they are put 
down to bring up a Chart of the Isles. Co. N. 45° E. 1-6, N. 
55° E. y$. I must here give over as I cannot see for the sail. 
At the mouth of the little Channel took in sail and I took the 
Courses, but from whence I left off to this place may be 
about N. E. 24 or so with an Island, on ). Co. N. E. 1-3 
m., N. 30° E. %, N. 25° E. y A , N. 10° E. y 2 . R, N. 60° E. 
1-3, N. 18° E. y 2 . At end of Course put up at $y 2 P. M. as 
we are close to the Great Rapid 84 and the houses, pray Good 
Providence send me well up it. A canoe with a blind good 
old Chief came to us and smoked, also 2 canoes that passed 
and went to the Village. We requested them to bring us 
some Salmon, which they promised, but not coming at all 
made us suspect some treachery and I had the canoes loaded, 
ready for any occasion. 

July 28th, Sunday. 65 A fine blowy morning. At 5.5 A. M. 
set off. Co. S. 55° E. % m - R- P^s /4 m - R- Here we met 4 
men with 7 Salmon, we put ashore and boiled do. They, as 
well as the others, enquired about the Smallpox, of which a 
report had been raised, that it was coming with the white 
me'n and that also 2 men of enormous size to overturn the 
Ground etc. ; we assured them the whole was false, at which 
they were highly pleased, but had not Kootanaes 66 been under 
our immediate care, she would have been killed for the lies 
she told on her way to the Sea. At 7^4 A. M. set off, Co. N. 
78° E. y 2 m. S. C. 67 We kept on by the line and paddle, sev- 



64 The Cascades. 

65 The day is spent in lining up as far as the portage (which began just below 
Sheridan's Point) and carrying their goods and canoe around the Cascades, a 
distance of 1450 yards according to Mr. Ross. Both portage and camp at night 
are on the Washington side. For excellent map of the Cascades and this portage 
consult Capt. Clark's sketch map opposite page 172, Vol. 3 of L. & C. Journals, 
Dodd-Mead, 1905 edition. 

66 These are the two female Indians disguised as men who had appeared at 
Astoria bearing a letter from Finan McDonald to Mr. Stuart and described by 
Franchere, Irving and Mr. Ross. Mr. Thompson makes no other mention of 
them in these notes, but in his "narrative" of later date he describes them at 
length, and one as of loose character who took on the guise of a sorceress. 

67 Garrison Rapids. 
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eral bad places. One of the wood canoes nearly filled. The 
Indians assisting with good will. Co. to the portage N. 70° 
E. 1 m. by 9 :50 A. M. Here we waited Mr. Stuart's Canoes till 
noon and then set off, Mr. Stuart employing a number of 
Indians to aid in carrying the Goods, Canoes etc. We carried 
20' and then put down, when all was got forward to this plaee 
we set off again and carried about 400 yards farther. The 
Co. may be N. 1 m. By 2% P. M., when Mr. Stuart was to 
pay the Indians, they could not be known who had carried 
from those who had 'not, and much Tobacco was given, yet the 
Indians were highly discontented ; they all appeared with their 
2 pointed Dags, and surrounded us on the land side, their 
appearance very menacing; Mr. Stuart set off with a few to 
get his Canoes brought, which they refused to do till better 
paid. When gone, I spoke to the Chiefs of the hard usage 
they gave Mr. Stuart and reasoning with them, they sent off 
all the young men. We loaded and went up 3 strong points 
with the Line and paddle. Co. N. 52° W. Y? m. and put up 
close to end of Co. Here we went back and brought up Mr. 
Stuart's canoes, and, Thank Heaven, put up all together though 
late. These people are a mixture of kindness and treachery. 
They render any service required, but demand high payment, 
and ready to enforce their demands, Dag in hand. They steal 
all they can lay their hands on, and from every appearance 
only our number and Arms prevented them from cutting us 
all off. This was their plan as we were afterwards informed, 
though not agreed to by all, and they perhaps only wait a 
better opportunity. 

July 29th, Monday. 68 A fine morning. Went and fetched 
a light canoe of Mr. Stuart's and at 6.5 A. M. set off. Co. 80° 
W. 1-3 m., N. W. 1-6, N. %, N. 42° E. 1-5, N. 15° E. 1-7 ( ?), 
N. E. 1-5, N. 1-3, S. 35° E. s/ 4 , N. 35° E. %, N. 42° E. 1 m., 
N. 25° E. 1-3, N. E. j/ 2 . % m. short of Course crossed the 
River, as the appearance of 2 canoes that followed us was 
hostile, with their always shouting to show where we were, 



68 They proceed today about 24 miles, crossing the river twice, to a camp 
at evening near the mouth of the Little White Salmon on north side. The Point 
of Pine is probably just below the mouth of Wind river. 
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which was answered by a number on shore. As the land was 
inundated they could not approach us, but we were drawing 
near a Pt. of Pine where the land was dry and good for an 
ambush. We accordingly crossed North Y\ m. and put ashore 
to boil salmon etc. at 10.40 A. M. From hence the E. pt of the 
Rapid bears S. 22° W., and the place where we slept S. 26° 
W. Zy 2 m. Co. at \y 2 P. M. N. 70° E. 1-6, N. 62° E. %, N. 
58° E. 1-5, N. 78° E. 2% m., S. 82° E. 1 m. Plus 1 m., N. 86° 
E. %, N. 78° E. 1 m. plus y 4 m., N. 62° E. 1 m. plus 1% m., 
plus iy 2 m. or to the other side Co. N. 67° E. A little of Co. 
gone put up at 6y 2 P. M., late 4 Indians in a canoe came 
and camped with us, they are going to buy horses. 

July 30, Tuesday. 69 A fine morning, head wind. At Sy 2 
A. M. set off, Co. N. 67° E. 3 m., N. 70° E. 1 m. End of Co. 
at 8.5 A. M. put ashore and boiled Salmon, Plenty of Oak 
but like all we have seen, stunted. Set off arid crossed the 
River N. 3° W. 1 m. to a brook 70 at 10}4 A. M. where we 
smoked with a few Chawpatins. We sight a Mountain 71 at 
the head of the Brook, Narmeneet, and from the mouth of 
this Brook set a Mountain, 72 bears S. 3° W. 30 m. At 10.40 
A. M. set off, Co. S. 72° E. \y 2 plus y 2 m. S. 82° E. y 2 , N. 
85° E. 1 m. plus 1.4 m., N. 84° E. 1 m., N 70° E. 1% m., N. 
72° E. 5-6. At middle of Course camped at 6^4 P. M. to split 
out oars, paddles etc. etc. but found the wood bad etc. 

July 31st, Wednesday. 73 At 5.2 A. M. set off, ended Course, 
then Co. N. 72° E. 1% m. Beg. of Course steep fluted Rocks 
like Pillars with quite perpend. Strata, some Pillars are loos- 
ened and broke and stand like stumps, 74 no horizontal strata. 
The rock is of a grey black. Co. S. 86° E. 1% m., East iy m. 



69 Another day of slow progress. The camp at night seems to have been 
on Eighteen-Mile Island, near the Oregon side and below Memaloose Isle. 

70 White Salmon river. 

71 Mt. Adams. 

72 Mt. Hood. 

73 Mr. Thompson now leaves the Stuart party and travels rapidly. The Dalles 
portage is on the Oregon side from Big Eddy to upper end of Ten-Mile Rapid. 
The camp at evening is at upper end of this portage. Mr. Stuart personally 
accompanies the party to inspect the portage but returns; and the two Kootenaes 
remain with his people. 

74 Just below Memaloose Island and on the Washington bank many of these 
stone stumps were blasted away in the construction of the North Bank railroad, 
but some remain. 
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S. C. N. 85° E. 2-3 m. All these Courses are high steep 
perpend. Rocks. S. 85° E. 1 m. These Courses are well 
taken but the distances are not quite so, as the Ground is on 
fire and very smoky. S. 75° E. */ 2 m., S. 72° E. 1 m. At 7.25 
A. M. at beginning of Co. where we gummed going to the Sea. 
S. 43° E. \y m., S. 24° E. y 2 m. at end of Course at V/ 2 
A. M. to the Portage Road, 75 the Course continues \y 2 m. I 
sent our interpreter Indian for Horses, he brought them, with 
salmon, we boiled do., and set off at V/ 2 P. M. By 3y P. M. 
got all across, we walked smartly, the distance is full \ x / 2 m. 
Here we had scarcely set down the things etc. than word was 
brought that one of the Chiefs was gathering his Band to 
seize all our Arms from us. This brought on some sharp 
words, which, thank Providence, ended well for us. I asked for 
Salmon which they brought to 13, major part for Mr. Stuart. 
We passed a very bad night with a storm of wind, drifting 
sand and rogues walking about us all night to steal, they cut 
our line, though fastened to the Ponies, and got off with about 
2y 2 fm of do. 

Aug. 1st, Thursday. 78 A fine morning. Had a little trouble 
to get our Indian Interpreter to come with us. At 5 A. M. 
set off, Co. N. 18° E. V/ 4 m, N. 58° E. 1 m. Passed an Isle 77 
with Houses for the Dead. S. 75° E. 1-3 to a Village of 
about 15 men. Smoked with them. Co. S. 76° E. \y 2 m. part 
line. S. 88° E. 2 m., S. C. to a Village of 20 men. Boiled 
Salmon. N. 72° E. 2y 2 m. — y 2 m., gone a strong Rapid, the 
line and handed, on to the Indians. The name of the great 
River 78 in the great Bay, or possibly the great Isle, is Ween 
vow we. Near end of Course stopped 1 hour with about 120 
men, then finished Course S. C. Co. N. 78° E. 2-3 m., N. 68° 
E. 1-6, N. 55° E. 1-5, N. 48° E. 5-6. The Rocks here ( ?) to 
have still the same perpend. Pillar-like strata, but many much 



75 Big Eddy. 

76 Mr. Thompson ascends the Celilo Rapids, then inundated, at best advan- 
tage, on the north side and follows that side of the river until he crossed to a 
camping place between Rufus and Grants on the Oregon side. No attempt is made 
to designate the numerous rapids along the upper river. 

77 Miller's Island above Celilo. 

78 The Deschutes river. 
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cracked horizontally. N. 85° E. 1-3. At end of Course carried 
about 10 yds., then Co. N. 67° E. 1 m. to a Village of 15 men, 
here we smoked with them, then Co. N. 58° E. 1% S. C. Co. + 
l^m. always steep rocky banks. N. 56° E. 1-5 m., N. 54° 
E. iy 2 m. plus y 2 m. Water has fallen about 10 feet perpend, 
since we passed. Co. N. 55° E. 1 m. + %. m. Note — this Co. 
is almost rubbed out and is perhaps N. 55° E. 45° E. to the 
camp of the Malada. Stopped t>/\ hours, then Co. N. 53° E. 
V/ 2 m., N. 62° E. 2-3 when we crossed S. 15° E. y 2 m. and in 
aft. put up at 6^4 P- M. A Gale ( ?), the sand drifting, little 
wood, but very quiet (?) Where we crossed the Current, 
though moderate on the North side, was very strong in the 
Middle, with shoal rocks and swift on the shore we are. All 
the land very sandy, without any mixture of earth, and the 
woods so scarce that all the bits we could gather was barely 
sufficient to boil a salmon. Everything is full of sand. 

August 2nd, Friday. 79 A fine blowy morning, at 5 :05 A. M. 
set off after having gummed. Course N. 25° E. 1 1-6 m. S. C. 
Muscle Rapid. Very many of those shells. At end of Co. a 
Ho. of six men etc. on an island close below about 50 men in 
a small village, opposite above about 20 men in a small village. 
We lined up end of Co., then N. 30° E. 1% m., y 2 m. of 
Course gone opposite where we camped going to the sea, and 
a river of 80 yards wide on this side named Forks Pass. 50 
Course N. 55° E. y 2 m., S. R. N. 65° E. 1 m., S. R. lined up, 
measured a salmon of 4 feet 4 inches long and 2.4 inches 
circumference. He is a fine large fish, rather above the com- 
mon size. Still along the steep rocky strata with rocky grassy 
hills rising above and going off in vast plains, though very 
unequal the first strata may be 100 feet high of the different 
rocks, the other about 800 feet. Boiled fish. We then set 
off, two men crossed among the rocky rapids, which is always 
been since morning of the middle of channel. They seemed 
hurt that we did not stop at their villages and give them the 



79 Mr. Thompson travels about 25 miles today, passing many rapids and 
small islands, to a camping place near or opposite to Blalock Station, Oregon. 
He seems to have crossed to the north side again. 

80 John Day river. 
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news of our voyage, of which they are all very fond. Course 
rubbed out, N. 85° E. distant y 2 m. plus 1% m., East 1-6 m., 
S. 88° E. y 2 m., Course rubbed out. N. 40° E. 2-3 m., S. 52° 
E. 2 m., S. 56° E. y 2 m. Smoked at a village of 20 men and 
then held in Course S. 56° E. V/ 2 m. Course S. 65° E. V/ 2 m. 
End of course a river 81 of about 60 yards named Now-wow-ee. 
Course N. 82° E. y 2 m. Passed five Hos. on an Island etc. 
Course N. 75° E. y m. — drawn to the south'd instead of the 

north'd (- y m. plus 1 m., N. 70° E. y 2 m. End of course, 

Village of thirty men, from \y 2 P. M. to iy 2 P. M. Course N 
65° E. 2y 2 m. No naked women in this last dance, they were 
tolorably clothed. To a village of fifteen men, stayed about an 
hour. Course plus 1 m, plus 1 m, plus }4 m - Course N. 70° 
E. iy m. End of Course put up at 6:40 P. M. with about 
12 horsemen in company, average number of their winter hab- 
itation. Observation for latitude and time, Latitude by ac- 
count 45° 42' 52" N. 

It may be remarked here that all the observations made 
going to the sea was with a com. watch that went very badly 
losing time. On my return also with a com. watch that went 
tolorably well. The wind always blowing a gale. 

August 3rd, Saturday. 82 A fine morning. At 4-24 A. M. 
set off. Course as yesterday, N. 65° E. 1 m., N. 70° E. \}i 
m., N. 76° E. 1 m. plus 1 m., N. 50° E. 1-6 m., N. 32° E 1 m., 
N. 18° E. 2 m., N. 64° E. 1 m, (+) y m A village of about 
100 men at 7 :20 A. M. At 9 :27 A. M. embarked, Course plus 
1 m., plus 2 m., plus y m., N. 50° E. \y m. Put ashore one 
hour to gum. Course at 11 :45 A. M. N. 55° E. y 2 m., N. 
50° E. 1-3 plus 2 m. Before this last course the last 4 m. only 
a line of rock with large pts. etc. 83 The hills have retired 
•especially on the south side. The last 2 miles low meadow 
banks and shores bold in places but retiring, y m. of the 2 
m. gone a river opposite named A-hoaks-pa. 84 Course -f 1 m-> 



8 1 Probably a stream on north side called Rock Creek near railroad station 
named Fountain. 

82 Mr. Thompson travels nearly forty miles today and his camp at evening 
is probably near Coyote station in Oregon. 

83 Above Arlington, Oregon. 

84 Willow creek in Oregon. 
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+ 1 m., N. 80° E. 1 m., N. 75° E. 1-3 m., N. 62° E. y 2 m,, N. 
63° E. \y 2 m., + 1 m., N. E. \y A m., N. 70° E. \y 2 m., to a 
village of 12 men, stopped forty minutes. Course + 1 m,, 
to our old campment going down. Course plus 1 m., N. 65° 
E. 1-3 m., N. 55° E. y 2 m., (something rubbed out here), 
N. E. 2-3 m., N. 50° E. y 2 m., N. 40° E. 1-5 m., N. 30° E. 
y 2 m., plus 1-6 m. Course N. 28° E. 2-3 m., N. 27° E. 1 m. 
At end of course camped at 7y 2 P. M. Strong sail wind in the 
evening. Many Indians in company with the last villages and 
gave us a dance. 

August 4th, Sunday. 85 . A fine morning, gummed. At 5.5 
A. M. set off, Course N. 23° E. 1 m., N. 42° E. 1 m, plus 1 
m., North 58° E. 1 m. Here I end the Course for the present 
as it blows very hard, and I cannot see on account of the sail. 
We turned along the land about S. 70° E. 1 m., an island near 
on the ) shore, then along the point, about S. 80° E. 2 m., 
east say 1 m. ; here the wind became more fair and I again took 
the course N. 82° E. 2-3 m., N. 56° E. 2 m., N. 75° E. V/ A m., 
N. 70° E. 1-5 m., N. 68° E. y 2 m., N. 60° E. 2-3 m., N. 50° 
E. 2-3 m., plus 1-3, N. 68° E. 1 m., beginning of Course at 
house of 5 men. End of course a rapid, lined up 200 yards, 
steep rocks and many rattle-snakes. Course N. 80° E. 2y 2 m. 
The lands now heightened especially on the ( , level on the ) . 
End of course strong rapids, lined up 200 yards, then N. 60° 
E. 2y 2 m. From end of this course the point of Rattlesnake 
Rock bears S. 55° W. \y 2 m. distant, at middle of course the 
line fairly clears the point on the ) side and this ought to 
be the real course, the others are not correct as the two courses 
ought to form a deep, regular bay. Course S. 85° E. y 2 m, 
N. 80° E. 1 m., N. 75° E. y 2 m., N. 72° E. 1 m. Beginning 
of course a rapid and a remarkable table rock 88 isolated on 
the ), also a village of 30 men on the island, 87 smoked with 



8s About 35 miles' travel today including Devil's Bend Rapids and Umatilla 
Rapids, alongside which were found the same rattlesnakes that had troubled 
Lewis and Clark in 1806. No mention made of Umatilla river. The camp at 
evening is on north side opposite Juniper Canyon. 

86 A well known landmark known as Mill Rock or Hat Rock. Consult map 
and journal of Lewis and Clark for mention of this same rock. 

87 Prohably Switzler's Island. 
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a few who crossed to us, plus Yz m. Course N. 65° E. 1-5 m., 
N. 60° E. 2-3 m., plus 1 m., N. 52° E. 2 m. At 6:40 P. M. 
put up near end of course. At 1>2 M. gone Observation for 
longitude and time. Latitude by account 45° 54^4' N. 

August 5th, Monday. 88 . A fine morning, again gummed. At 
5:15 A. M. set off. All our gum quite expended and no 
woods whatever so that we must go without that most neces- 
sary article and our canoe is very leaky. Finished course, then 
+ 1 m., N. 43° E. 1-3 m., N. 42° E. y 2 m., N. 30° E. y A m., 
N. 33° E. 1-3 m., N. 28° E. 2j4 m., beginning of course boiled 
salmon and shaved. Course N. 42° E. 1 m. We now see no 
agate along shore as below. These lands are wholly com- 
posed of strata of rock from 10 to 30 feet thick, and there are 
the upper strata of about 20 feet of pillar like rock, this is 
often like the flutes of an organ at a distance, its strata seems 
perpendicular and is often split in pieces. The pillars are split 
also in various directions as if broken or cracked by a violent 
blow. This rests in a strata of black rude rock as per speci- 
mens of both. These two different kinds of rock lie alternately 
one on another to the bed of the river which is mostly of the 
black rock, though sometimes of the pillar rock. The black 
rock appears always to have the thickest bed, the last 100 feet 
is covered with splinters of the upper rocks sometimes to a 
good depth. The surface of the upper rocks forms what is 
called the plains. This is covered with pure sand through which 
the rocks appear everywhere and bears scanty grass round, 
hard and in tufts, with a few shrubs and thistles of 1 to 5 feet 
high. Course N. 5° E. y 2 m., N. 5° W. y A m. The whole is 
about 350 to 400 feet high. On the ) these rocks finish with 
this course and are all of deep strata as per the 2 specimens. 
The rock is rude black rock, often shows from 2 to 3 lines ( ?) 
in the strata or bed, the same strata almost always inclining to 
the west'd and sometimes descending in a curve and then as- 
suming a horizontal line. This strata sometimes 40 feet deep 



88 Mr. Thompson passes north through Wallula Gap and reaches the Indian 
camp at the mouth of Snake river, where he had planted his formal notice on 
the 9th of July, on his way down the river. Mr. Ross says that on the morning 
of August 14th they found this notice attached to a pole which flew the British 
flag in the midst of this Indian camp. 
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and many pieces stand isolated like tables and pillars etc. The 
pillar like rock has always its chasms perpendicular and split 
in pieces as by accident, in every horizontal direction. It 
appears to be one compact bed having bo lines in it that are 
not perpendicular and the depth of its bed is as far as 30 feet. 
One must say that the finger of the Deity has opened by im- 
mediate operation the passage of this river through such solid 
materials as must forever have resisted its action. The tops 
have mouldered away and the fragments form the beach etc. ; 
there is no appearance of any earth but in a few places where 
water springs up and the grass etc. have formed a vegitable 
mould of no depth, and even this is rarely found. Course N. 
12° W. 1 m. Course N. 5° W. 1 1-16 m. end of course. A 
village on the ) of 25 men. We have besides passed 3 do. 
each of about the same number of men. Course N. 12° W. 2-5 
m., N. 22° W. 1-5 m., N. 35° W. 1-3 m., N. 25° W. 1 m., N. 
10° W. 1-5 m., N. 18° W. y m., N. 35° W. % m., N. 28° W. 
2-3 m., beginning a course a village of 12 men in this. N. W. 
1-6 m., N. 52° W. % m., N. 60° W. \% m., N. 55° W. 1-6 m, 
N. 50° W. 1-6 m., N. 18° W. 1 m., N. 36° W. 1 m., N. 33° 
W. y A m., N. 25° W. 1-6 m., N. 32° W. 1-5 m., N. 38° W. 1-5 
m., plus 1 m., N. 56° W. 1 m., N. 60° E. y 4 m., N. 70° E. 1 m. 
Middle of course and at the point of the tents N. 20° E. 2-3 m., 
to which we camped at 6-40 P. M. with about 200 men at least, 
who gave us a dance and behaved very well. Thank Heaven 
for the favors we find among these numerous people. 

August 6th, Tuesday. 89 A fine cloudy night and morning. 
Traded a horse for our guide. Paid him as per agreement. 
Wrote a letter to Joco Finlay to send and meet us with horses 
etc. At 7y 2 A. M. embarked, Course up the Shawpatin River 
N. 15° E. 1 m. plus % m., N. 32° E. y 2 m., N. 35° E. y A m., 
N. 37° E. iy 4 m., N. 40° E. 1-3 m., N. 55° E. 1-6 m., N. 60° 
E. 4y 2 m., N. E. 1-6 m., N. 32° E. 1-6 m., N. 23° E. 1 m. plus 
1-3 m. All very strong current from the Columbia. N. 50° 



89 Mr. Thompson decides to hasten on overland instead of by the tortuous and 
slower river route. He writes to his clerk, Jaccrues Finlay, then in charge of 
Spokane House, and himself proceeds up Snake river to reach the regular Indian 
trail northward. 
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E. y 2 m., N. 32° E. \ l / 2 m. End of course on island," and 
village of 15 men; have also passed 4 Houses of each 6 men, 
traded salmon. N. 75° E. 1 m., N. 85° E. y 2 m., N. 62° E. 
1-6 m., N. 55° E. 1-6 ra., N. 40° E. 1-5 m., N 25° E 1,5 m., 
N. 81° E. y 2 m., N. 12° W. V/ A m„ N. 35° E. y 2 m., N. y A m., 
N. 5° E. y 2 m. Near end of course put up at 6y 2 P. M. 
with about 22 men who gave us a dance. The river has been 
regularly about 300 yards wide with strong, steady current. 
The water is very high, the tops of the willows just appearing. 
When low I should think full of rapids. The land very rude 
with rock and ravines, grass very scanty and, the men in pass- 
ing the ravines broke the surface of the soil, the dust and 
sand rushed down as free to the look (?) as water, pouring 
down for a considerable time and raising a dusty smoke not 
to be seen through. The road lies close along the river and 
ascends and descends continually, very rocky, by no means 
such a country as the Columbia above. The salmon small and 
very fine. 

August 7th, Wednesday. A fine clear morning, a little dis- 
tant thunder. At 4 :50 A. M. set off. Course N. 5° E. 1 m,, 
N. 13 E. % m., plus y 2 m., N. 75° E. 1 m. plus 2-3 m. End 
of Course. Stopped about 2 hours at a village of 15 men, 
gummed and boiled salmon. Course N. E. 1-6 m., N. 35° 
E. 1-5 m., N. 25° E. y s m., N. 12° E. y s m., N. 15° W. 1-6 m., 
N. 15° E. 1-6 m., N.6E. y 2 m., N. 35° E. 1-3 m., N. E. % 
m., N. 5° E. y 2 m., N. 12° E. 1-6 m., N. 25° E. 1 m., N. 10° 
W. y 2 m. Middle of course Observation for latitude 1 19 47y 
vg. Variation 18 degrees E. vg. N. 22° W. 2-3 m., N. 10° E. 
1 m., E. 1 1-16 (doubtful) N. 12° W. U/ 4 m. A House 
Nobody. Course N. 10° W. 1-6 m., N. 10° W. y 2 m., N. 5° 
E. 1 m., All R. N. 18° E. 1 m., part R., plus y A m., N. 25° E. 
1-6 m., N. 33" E. 4-5 m., S. E. 1-5 Course N. 8° E. \y 2 m., 
including one crossing the river. We put up at end of course 
in company with 8 horsemen. Course for the morrow is N". 
50° E. 1 m., Obs. for Long, and time. 



90 Probably Squaw Island, nine miles from the Columbia. 
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Aldebaran Aquilae. Jupiter etc. 

11811J4W. 52.28.45 

119. 13 W. 118. 20y 4 W. 

Lat. by Obs. at noon 46° 25' 23" 
Acct from Obs. 46° 33^ 

August 8th, Thursday. A very fine morning, at 5.5 A. M. 
set off. Course N. 50° E. 1 m., plus 1 m., N. 55° E. 1-5 m., 
N. 30° E. y m., N. 50° E. y 2 m., N. 5° W. y 2 m., N. 12° E. 
1-5 m., N. 25° E. 1-6 m., N. 50° E. 1-5 m., plus 1-6 m., N. 70° 
E. 1-5 rn., N. 75° E. % m., N. 85° E. 1-6 m., S. 76° E. 2 m, 
S. 85° E. 1-5 m., E. % m., N 84° E. y 4 m., N. 76° E. 1-6 m., 
N. 55° E. % m., N. 42° E. 1 m. plus 1 m., N. 62° E. \y 2 m., 
S. 63° E. 1 m. (+) y m. Observed for Latitude and cooked 
salmon. Meridian altitude 118 51 y vg. Var. 19° E. vg. 
Course plus y 2 m., S. 70° E. 1-5 m., S. 82° E. 1-5 m., N. 85° 
E. 1-5 m., N. 66° E. yi m., N. 47° E. 1 m., S. 75° E. 2-3 m. 
Beginning of course see the Blue Mountains, 91 between the 
Shawpatih and the Snake Indians bearing S. 60° E. 40 m. 
Course S. 72° E. 1-3 m., S. 85° E. % m. At end of course, 
put ashore at the mouth of a small brook 92 and camped, as this 
is the road to my first Post on the Spokane lands. Here is a 
village of 50 men, they had danced till they were fairly tired 
and the Chiefs had bawled themselves hoarse. They forced a 
present of 8 horses on me, with a war garment. 

Obs. for Long, and time etc. Lat. at noon 46° 36' 26". 

Sun 16° 15' 13" vg. 7.50. 
Aquilae Fomalhaut. Aldebaran 

15° 21' 51" 15° 30' 5" 15° 41' 24" 

118° 22%' W 119° 2134' W. 118° 50^' W. 

Lat. by Obs. 46° 36' 



91 Apparently the first record of this name Blue as applied to these mountains. 

92 After three days' travel up the monotonous Snake river Mr. Thompson 
arrives at the mouth of the Palouse river (Lewis and Clark's Drewyer's river). 
This was an established Indian crossing and camping place, and later became 
the crossing of the famous "Mullan Road," surveyed by Capt. John Mullan, 
U. S. A., afterward Lyons Ferry, and now the site of a steel railroad bridge. 
Here John Clarke of the Pacific Fur Company, in the summer of 1812, introduced 
corporal punishment in "Old Oregon," by hanging an Indian who had com- 
mitted the crime of petit larceny. Consult "Adventures," etc., by Ross Cox. 
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August 9th, Friday. 93 A fine day, wind, a gale South'd. 
Observed for Long., Time and Lat. (Observations omitted.) 
It was late before the horses could be collected and I left one 
they could not find. They said the Chief below knew how to 
talk but not how to act. They declared they did not wish for 
any return for the present of Horses, but that they knew the 
nature of a present. I gave each of them Notes for the Horses ; 
to be paid when the ca'noes arrive. At 5 P. M. set off and held 
up on the Brook, cutting off the great Pt. till 11J4 P. M. when 
we camped. Co. N. 5° E. \y 2 m., Brook at 1 m. crossed, end 
of Co. went up the banks. Course N. 20° E. 14 m., last 1 m. 
along the Brook. The land very rocky and full of rocky hills 
cut Perpend, wherever the rocks show themselves, and exactly 
of the same kind of rocks as along the Columbia, with much 
fragments in splinters etc. Very bad for the horses and the 
soil a sandy fine impassable powder which suffocated us with 
dust and no water to drink to where we camped. 

August 10th, Saturday. 94 A fine, cloudy, blowy day. At 
7J4 A. M. set off and held on at N. 10° E. 5 m., then crossed a 
shoal Brook of 6 yds. wide from the East. Held on Course 
+ 2y 2 m. and baited at l\y 2 A. M. At 1 P. M. set off and 
held on say 2^4 m. A Brook came in from the N. E., held 
on up the left Brook and put up at 6 P. M., say Co. N. 8 m. 
The appearance of the country is much the same, though some- 
what less rude, and there is often a few Aspi'ns, Alders, with a 
very rare Fir along the Brook, much wild cherry and three 
sorts of currants, one sweet and red, the other yellow, acid; 
red light acid. 

August 11th, Sunday. 95 A very fine day mostly cloudy. At 
7y A A. M. set off Course up the Brook N. 10° E. iy 2 m., 
where we crossed a Rill from the N. W'd. We kept on along 



93 The established Indian trail of later years coincides exactly with Mr. 
Thompson's description. It followed the Palouse river for a mile, then crossed 
and ascended the steep ridge and cut across the bend of the river. The camp 
that night was near the mouth of Cow creek. 

94 It is a little uncertain whether Mr. Thompson followed up Cow creek or 
Rock creek (in Whitman county, Washington), but his camp at evening was 
southeast of the town of Sprague, Lincoln county. In the summer of 1812 Ross 
Cox lost his way on this trail, for which consult his "Adventures." 

95 Following closely what afterward became the wagon road from Walla 
Walla to Colville Mr. Thompson reaches the timber belt south of Cheney, Wash- 
ington, and camps some distance southwest of that city. 
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a Rill of water in the Spring, now dry, North 9y 2 m. to a 
little water among some poplars and willows. It is a long 
time since we saw any here ; we baited from ]/ 2 P. M. to 2 :20 
P. M. We then went off North 1 m. N. 20° W. \y 2 m. to a 
kind of lead of wet ground. Hereabouts are Willow Bushes 
and see woods before us. Held on Co. N. 15° E. 6y 2 m. For 
the last 2 m. we had a kind of Brook or Ravine on our left. 
Camped at a Pond at 6 l / 2 P. M. Killed a Duck, our provisions 
being fairly done and fasting all day. Not seeing the people 
who were to have met us with provisions and horses we were 
obliged to kill a mare for food, as our Guide told us we had 
yet 3 days journey to go. The Country till 10 A. M. like the 
past, very Rocky and barren, since which it has much mended, 
and only stoney when on wet low ground, the rest is tolerably 
well for grass, and the soil appears good, though parched for 
wanting rain, which rarely or never falls during the summer 
months. At the Campment the Firs are thinly scattered along 
the kind of Ravine, all the rest is all wide plain without a 
tree. A few Chevruil Tracks and dung. 

August 12th, Monday. 96 A fine day. At 6:20 A. M. set 
off. Held on along a line of woods on our Co. about N. 1 m., 
to a pond of some size, then N. 50° E. 4 m., N. 30° E. 5 m. 
and stopped at \\y 2 A. M. to bait the horses, among a few 
ponds and good grassy lands with thin woods. At 1 P. M. 
set off and camped at a Rill at 6^4 P. M., say Co. N. 30° E. 
1 m., N. 10° E. 7 m., across a large plain without water to 
the woods of a Brook. We descended the Banks, which are 
high, and crossed it about N. 10° W. 1 m., then along the 
Brook of 6 Yds, ) N. 10° W. 1 m. Here it sank 97 in the 
ground a'nd we went North \ x / 2 m. and camped at a Rill to 
which we were guided by a Spokane we met, from whom we 
got a little dried salmon. 



96 Passing through the Four Lakes country between Cheney and Medical 
Lake, in Spokane county, Washington, Mr. Thompson crosses Deep creek and 
camps on Coulee creek, only an hour's ride from his destination had he been 
aware of it. 

97 Deep creek sinks on Sec. 3, Township 25 N., Range 41 E., W. M. 
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August 13th, Tuesday. 98 A very fine day. At 5j4 A. M. set 
off and at 6 l / 2 A. M. arrived at the House. Thank God for 
His mercy to us on this journey. Found all safe but Joco was 
with the horses sent to meet us. Late in the evening he ar- 
rived. Our course was about northwest 3 miles. We came 
faster but our road was always down hill. 

112 degrees 17 minutes 30 seconds. N. Lat. 47 degrees 47 
minutes 2 seconds. 

Editor's Further Note. 

Our transcript of the journal ends with the entry of August 
13th, 1811. After spending four days at Spokane House Mr. 
Thompson continued on overland to Ilthkoyape or Kettle Falls 
where he proceeded to build another canoe of cedar boards. 
It may be remarked that when at Spokane House in June, 1811, 
he had given instructions to his clerk Finan McDonald to 
explore the Columbia from Ilthkoyape north during the sum- 
mer, which Mr. McDonald did as far up as Death Rapids 
(Dalles des Mort), i. e., to forty or fifty miles above Revel- 
stoke, B. C, and then returned. Mr. Thompson was under 
appointment to meet about Oct. 1st the party sent across the 
mountains with trading goods from Fort William on Lake 
Superior. He therefore again embarked at Kettle Falls early 
in Sept. and asce'nded the river through the Arrow Lakes and 
the various rapids to the mouth of Canoe river, where he had 
camped the previous winter, thus completing the exploration 
and survey of the entire length of the Columbia river from 
source to mouth between April and October, 1811. The trans- 
mountain party were delayed in arriving and did not bring all 
the goods for the trade, so he started one canoe down the river 
and himself crossed the Athabasca Pass for the remainder, 
returned and hurried down the Columbia and from Kettle 
Falls portaged over to the Pend d'Oreille river and then trav- 
eled up that river and our Clark Fork river to his Saleesh 
House among the Flathead Indians, arriving there about the 
20th of November. This completed his activities during the 
year 1811. 



98 Mr. Thompson arrives today at Spokane House, which was located nine 

miles northwest of present city of Spokane and had been erected there the 

previous summer, 1810, presumably by Jacques Finlay who is in charge. Mr. 
Thompson remains here several days to rest. 
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This journal disproves entirely any previous conclusions 
that David Thompson was instructed to anticipate the arrival 
of the Astor or Pacific Fur Company at the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia and establish a trading post there. He carried no goods 
for that purpose and was not planning to meet any vessel there 
with goods, and during this spring of 1811 he did not "hurry." 

It also throws some additional light upon the interesting 
question of who built the trading post known as "Spokane 
House." Examination of previous portions of the journal indi- 
cates that Jacques Finlay may have been the man. 



